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uj SOlJLE WUeu the other day llus debate wee

^ucitid I was about to "tale what occurrence* hadITnT.irtil in executive «*n»u upou the ra<itic*tioii 01

b fusion *,u* Bultser Heaiy Bui I thouabi i' d>ie lo
elf 1K,t 10 riocetd lo d » BO uu'il I hml aeceilain. d the

.f ihe Senate its lo the propnety of my «Jludj <* to
.uvtbing that j»rumi lo our secreijwoceediug*;Id Uie »«».» l» y *hich baa basil avlncvd sloca Ibeii

refeieuc« to tliu subject ha* but confirmed me in the'i ||jai ||,(I« win Minw »id un in tbicouiw 1 thought
Muni to puri-un. I did ttol appiehei d indeed, thai any very
¦eii iu*ci'ti»»que«ce might result Iroui »ucU . di-clueme ;
foiiHtbis ». il moil other Instances, ii viill ever tie
lound lhat what *s k*rp« moat secret is, when divulged,
hudly worth the hoiioia of mysery. Am! an 1 it ww.
ije perhaps. lo thoee who voted. like uie, in lavor ol
the treaty, that the reasons which governed theu votes
should (0 forth ro the cdulilry.

.I mated on Monday laat what scruple* had induced
mt to be somewhat diaeaiiefied with the wordin* o( the
treaty, when il was liial piesented, informally, to myconsideration, and how those acruplea bail been uiet.an-
iweied, and removed ; yet even tbe aaaurances given me
and my aMocialra on that occasion could not divest me ol
«U awuaty concerning it; and thoa&h I reposed tbe moat
unbounded confldeuce in the discretion and reserve ol
ihe then chairman of the Committee on Foreign Kela-
tloM, [Mr. King,] I could not Vesist tbe temptation ol
calling .X*'n bt» attention to the questionable provision*
of that treaty. I met hiui at hut quarter*, but a few min¬
ute* afler an interview which behad badwith Mr. Claytont
and he but renewed the asaurences which he had former¬
ly «i*en in relation U> tbe aain«.
When the treaty came before the Senate for rati lira -

Hon, I roae aud mated in debate ihe difficulties and double
which had arisen in my mind on this point; and though
I had determined to be guided In ihe vote which I was
about lo give.being myself a comparatively young sen
gtor by ihe course which those whose wisdom and ex¬
perience were fir above mine should pursue, I felt uu-
willing to keep back from the Senate the ominous im¬

pressions under which f labored ; and I well recollect
that whan I bad done thus, expressing my' do^aapprehensions, a distinguished senator from ke^uthno longer of this body.somewbai abruptly remarked that
beH h«.d enough of the aubj-ct. and wot,hi vole
against the treaty. But assurances were again renewed
that what of obscurity might still remain in the obnox
ious article was meant merely as a protection to the keen
sensibilities of the Biiiish negotiator, and that tbe treaty
.as understood as absolutely putting an and to all pre¬
tensions of jurisdiction or supremacy by England ovar any
n«rt Of Central America. It was under the prompting*
of such assurances that I gave my vole in favor of the
treatv and so, 1 am sure, di<l those who voted with me.
If there be a senator on this floor who voted for the: treaty
under the impression that it did not relieve the whole of
Central America from foreign jurisdiction and control, lei
bun*taud up and speak forth; I am ready to yield him
^

1 have 'e-n in the newspapers published in this city a
correspondence between Mr. King and Secretary Clayton,
which is deemed by some aa implying a discrepancy be¬
tween the views expressed by Mr King in his letter and
tbe statements made by the stnators who have spoken on
this side of the question 1 do not so understand it U was.
lurtsurae, fully understood when the treaty was under
consideration, that its terms did not refer to or interfere
with the mere/i«n«-for that is the proper term.held
hy Great Britain to cut logwood at Belize ; and Mr. fciug
in his teller could have meant no more than a reference to
tut* precarious right exercised by English subject* over
certain portions of the territory of Honduras. Mr Kin*
by no means intimates that any claim to dosniBion whic&
Great Britain might set up over any part ol Honduras
it excluded from the provisions ol the treaty ; on the
contrary, he expressly Warns Mr. Clayton against the
admission ot any such right in the British Crown. In a
word, Mr King's letter was nothing more than an ac¬
knowledgment ibai tbe precarious rigbt I have alluded
to was in no vray aflecled by tbe provisions of the

T?. worthy of remark, and I took occaaion to advert
to the fact the other day. that the first inaaifesiatiana we
can discover of any acritple entertained by the British
negotiator as to the import of tae treaty abould not have
txhibiteU themselves until two months Had elapsed sine,
its ra'ifkation hy ihe Senate It was not until L>rd Pal-
mersion had pondered over it, and dlseoveiwl, ino»t like
ly, that its terms did not tally exactly with his own a uti
menu ami ill reterriice to U, Mr.
deemrd an tiplftnation of iia meaning n^c^xiary.this anxiety, if ihe language used wa» ekpressive of the
intentions of the i>ariies? Where the necessity ol any
reservation lor tbe British Honduraa. if it was not com¬
prised within the terms of exclusion ? We have here
tbe best proof thai Lord Palmerston himselt must haVe
judged that the treaty affected ihe pretensions to domin'
ion, ou the part of England, over a patt of Honduras .

for there could not otherwise have be*n any occasion lo
renonstraie a< to what meaning it should have in that
particular connexion. The laci ie, that Lord ralinerston,
forgetting what peculiar features characterise onr govern¬
ment in its connexion with this kodji and supposing that
onr Miniaier of State was pcvisesaed of powers unknown
to our constitution, but ihe exercise of which, in other
countries, is not unusual, may have indulged some hope of
effecting, by what, in diplomatic parlance, is called a pro*incol, such mollification* in the treaty as might reach his
view# of what thai treaty should have been out who
amongst us was lo be told lhat the informal action of the
two ministers, clothed though it cornea to us with the arti
fteiakl Importance seemingly attached to it by ihe bxeca-
tivs, haa not the weight of a feather in determining tbe
.ensa in wnich it enouM be taken ?
But admitting, for a moment, thai whatever pretensions

to dominion Great Britian might set up over any pari ol
Honduraa were in terms excluded from the operations of
the treaty, the question still remains, what ihose rightshe which were not thu* renounced ? We have not heard
much, of late, about flibustienng and marauding We
will And, in connexion with the subject before as, a
striking example ol what can be made oui» in tnne, of an
expedition originating with a handlul of buccaneera.
As early aa Ift4i we hnd a party of English Ireeboo'ers

operating a descent upon Koataa and the other neignbor-
ing islands They neem to have anticipated what the
historian Juarroe writes of the importance of their posi¬
tion *' They were." says bs, " exceed.ngly advaniage-
otu to them, (iHe freebooters.) ami propomonabjy mju
nous to the Spaniards, because, being near the main land,
they were enabled to make ibeir descent* whenever they
pleased, and wiih equal facility interrupt the oommerc#
between tbe kingdom of Guatemala and Spain." In 1150
tbe Spanish regained possession of the islandi. but
found them a waaie; and in that condition they re¬
mained until precisely one hundred year* after the
first attempt f have jnst alluded to. We actually'hnd England, (In 17«,) anxious to poase** herself
of Central America, seizing on the most importantpoints ol that continent.such as Truxilio on the coast,
and Koatan, one of the group that stud the Biy of '¦oii-
dura* This roused the ire of Spain.as proud then ¦..be
w »t thi* day, but somewhat more able to command and
impose respect War ensues, which ends in the treaty of
m3. in which is lo be found this provision
" His Brilaanlo Msjasiy .hall cans* to be demolished a

iba lortiNeait'>ns which his subject* have erected In ihe
Hajr ol Honduras, and other ptseen ol (he teriltory of Spainin ihst part 01 the world, within lour months," Vc.
But Spain soon discovered that, in violation of so ex¬

plicit a clause in the treaty, Qreal Britain continued in
tbe orcupancy of Roatan, and of the worka erected on
certain pointe of ihs bay. In I"718 war is renewed, and
Guatemala succeeds In resuming possession of Koatan
The treaty of peace concluded in no3 apparently makes
.special reference to Uieee i-land*; for, by one of ita pro¬
visions, England agree* to " abandon the continent, and
all islands whatever dependent upon it." Vet even this
provision is evaded by Kngland ; and in HSO, Spain, in¬

sisting on more atringent terms, succeed* in forcing Kng¬
land into a supplementary treaty, by *hich the latter is

bound .' to evaeuate the country of the Mosquitoes, as
wsll as the comment In general, and the islands adjacent,
WITHOUT XXCETTJON "

In t7tM, the war raging afresh suspend* the lr..,y.
snd England taatain found hovering near and ahout itie
island*, and holding them under her sway : nut in May.
ntn, Roatan is surrendered to Don intt K(»i V Kunis,
who resumes possession ol it in Ihe name and on oehait
ol the government of llondura*. And this closes the
.ttempis mads by Enaland during the last century against
that part ol the world.

. ,The treaty ot peaca of 1814. however, revive^ bv in-

rorporaiing them in its pr«»viaiona, iho«e quoted above
f'om tbe ueaty ot US®. What then f

In IM1, Central AiAerira proclaim* her independence ;
and soon alterwarda, Honduras, organized into a Slate,
takes poseeaaion of the islands in her bay, aa of so many

dependencies, and Dashes tlmm under ihe mine uiie lo
'l»o possession 01 the federal republic of Central
America

In IbJO we find again the British band extended over
tbeee island*. and they ate aeixed upon by the superin¬
tendent at 5el<r.e. Tbe confederated Hutlea of Central
America remoustraie, and the British government is
brought to disavow the acta ot its agents
What occurred afterward* would hardly be Worth re-

laium if it did not inn! to show the Un>leldi:ig pertinacity
ol Knglahd to bold faat to those important pouila of lo¬
cation in a military, naval, and commercial point of view
Colonel McDonald, in 1S41. again shows tbe flag of
England at Hoatan tod lluanaja He it, hoWevefr, It*
called by hia ftoverriinent in 1843. w^eb, Houduias it
uewsher remouatrauces, but is soon DuineJ by ibe ob¬
streperous interposition of Mr. Paacond, appointed in
the place of McDonald) and by. tlie, subsequent block¬
ades and threata which enabled Mr. Chatlieid to keep in
aws the refractory but weak Mate.
Thus have 1 shown what, under existing treaties,

would be the pretentions ot England Id any patt of Cen-
irat America, exhibiting at the same time with what
greediness she has ever coveted a foothold upon it
Can ihrss high-handed attempts on the part of Eng¬land, which I have just narrated, hi any way alter or

modify the tenure under which ahe holds the precariousrights awarded to ber by the treaty 1780 t They could
have imparted to her no political jurisdiction, and I have
the best proot that whatever they may hate been of late
in her eyes, she never considered them as implying more
than a meie occupancy for si>«cific purposes-the cutting
of dye-woods within a defined,dia(jrict. The act of
George III, 57, passed June 37, 1817, defines, with an

unerring precision, the nature, import, and extent of
those grauts. Its title reads, "An act for the more effect¬
ual punishment of murders and manslaughters committed
in places Not within his Majesty's dominions," and ils
provisions are beaded by the following preamble i

"Wnereas grievous murders and manslaughters have
been commuted si the settlements In ihe bay ot Hondtirxr,
ilia same beihg a settlement lor ceiialn purposes In 'he
possession and uuder the protection of his ui»j«»'y. bml tot
within the Itrrit'.rf and dummioni o/ kt$ Mvjuty," icc.
.' Tliereforei" Arc

1 have, I think, shown conclusively that England her¬
self never understood, prior to the late events that have
occurred in Central America, tha' she possessed anything
more than the precarious license to which 1 have on
more than one occasion alluded.

If such he her tenure with respect to her settlements
at Belize, how can she, under it« cover, set up any claim
to colonize the bay islands' When were thece a de¬
pendency of Belize.' And if not a dependency of Belize,
what right has England to extend thither any settlement
whatsoever, and, least of all, a system of complete colo¬
nization? Though her conduct in this instance he in
strict keeping wnh what we know of her past history
in reference to other possessions, 1 cannot eVeii admit the
supposition that she means seriously to set lis at defiance,
and to bring into ridicule that Monroe doctrine, the
boast of our statesmen, arid tbe main pivot on which has
heretofore turned the foreigu policy of our government
with reference to tbe concerns of this continent.

1 wish not to light up fires that might lead to a general
combustion. I am not insensible of the dangers of a con¬
test, in the present condition of our Pacific coast especial¬
ly, between these Slates and any of tbe maritime powers
of Europe Still, I desire that the world may know that
it were not safe for any of them to presume too far or too
long on our wish for peace and tranquillity. In an emer¬
gency we would soon be found prepared to compete suc¬
cessfully With any or all of them. I have no fear for the
result of such a contest, and yet t would aVoid it; for if
it should ever take place I cannot but apprehend that we
would realise the stupendous hope which Canning utter¬
ed when, upon the invasion of Spain by Prance, he had
in contemplation the impendenty of a conflict between
England and tbe continental tiowersof Europe. Yes, sir,
we might see "ranged beneath our banners, to take part in
ihe struggle, all the world's malcontents, all the age's un¬

quiet spirit*, all those who, ju-ttlv or unjustly, are dis
saustuil with tbe present state of their countries " J he
idea of such a situation excites my dread, as it excited tbe
dread of that great statesman; for it would show that a

might exists in the spirit of freedom perhaps more terrible
than has ever bean scan in action throughout the history
of tha human rate

I bave done. Before restlming my seat, however, let
me express an abiding confidence that this matter will
shortly tome before us in s->me tangible fthape; through
which we may intimate our d"sii|iiiiat in ca«e there be
any discrepancy between tls and England wiib reference
to the meaning of the treaty, the latter may be notified
ol our determination to suspend its action
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About one prifce to a blank ; one fifth of the prliee will have on
them either three o* two drawn numbers.

75 number lottery.15 drawn ballots.
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1 splendid capital of f70,0n0
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1 prise of $37,500 50 prises of $1,000
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1 do 8,000 IK9 do 309
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Tickets $10.halves $5.qusrters $0 50.

Certificate* of packages of 90 whole tickets $140 00
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(fcjM>rdere for tickets and *h«res and certificates of package* in
the above splendid lotterlee will receive the moat prompt attention,
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over to all who order from me.
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iiRKAT BAMGAINft..As tha season is far advanced, and we

\J being determined to reduce oor stock, we will offer great Induce¬
ment* to huyere.

1,600 yards rich brocade alike, cheap
1,0»i0 do plain alike.75c.. worth $1
80.» do colored Turc satins, 75c., worth $1
600 do white, pink, blue, and straw-colored poult de soles,

fbr evening dreaaea
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And a great many other goods too numerous to mention.
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M. iu. D W.lla, AMteunl.
Mo*. T. lamilt, fwfcam of Modern l.»nfia<».

Clrmlan .1 K P.rnh.»'a, Taylw k M.ury'., and Or*, k Bal
lantyn.'. booketor*. Dm it.Mdtf

IN CUNURESS OF THE IJ. STATES
Thllly-ScCtfuU I uufrcu >etoud Session

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13. ltoi.
[lN COfttlftUATlOM.j

SK s ATE-
CHAKlkH Of WASHIfcUTON CITI.

Mi SHIELDS. Mr. President, there is an important
bill which I wish local! up this morning it is the hill to
amend tlie charter of the city of Washington.
Mr UWlfl Does the honorable senator propose to

take up that bill now ? The special order cornea up at
one o'clock

Mr. SHIELDS, f am aware of that, but there Will be

ainpli t.'ifie to pA<b tint bill betore one o'clock ; if not,
1 will then give way.

Mr. UW1N. Il the hill does not give rise 16 (linens-
Slbh, ! fiare no objection to ils being taken up ; but 1 do
not wish to be interrupted in the consideration of the
special order. I have come here prepared to go oil with
my remark*; and if the bill which the honorable selia'
lor wishes to take ui> should not be disposed of at oue

o'clock, 1 hope it will then be paused over.
Mr. SHIELDS. My only object in calling up this bill

now is that I am anxious that it should be passed at this
session; alld I presume it will aire rise to no discussion
The design of the bill is to amend the charter ol the city
of Washington, and to give some police powers which
are very much needed in this city »t the present time. 1
must say, that unless we check the growing spirit ol row¬

dyism winch now prevails our capital will present a

curious scene on the next 4th of March; and I am anx
ious to provide against that by passing this bill imme¬
diately) in order to hurry it through the other House be-
lore the expiration ol this section. That is the reason

why I call it up this morning
Mr. RUSK It only want* fifteen minutes of the time

at which tlie special order ought to be taken up This
is an important lull, I apprehend ; mid I imagine the hon¬
orable senator would attain his object more readily by
taking it up at an erirly hour on sortie morning when we

Can have time to consider it. The Pacific railroad bill
Was made the special order for one o'clock, anil I shall
feel bound, when that time arrives, to move that this bill
be laid upon the table or passed over.
Mr. SHIELDS. The bill could be passed in the time

which is now spent in discussing whether it shall be
taken up or not.

Mr. RUSK. That is very uncertain; it may lead to a

long discussion.
Mr. SHIELDS. 1 have already stated to the bonoruble

senator Irom California, that when the time arrives for
the sjiecial order to come up I will give way. I think
that is sufficient.
The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceeded to

consider the bill as in committee of the Whole.
Mr. SHIELDS There is an amend nent to the bill,

which has been printed and lying upon the tables of sen-

ators for some considerable tune. It was prepared by the
Committee on the District ol Columbia, and has been
concurred in by citizens of Washington and the corpora¬
tion. 1 now submit it as an amendment to ibe hill.
The amendment was then read ; being to strike out all

afier the enacting clause, and to insert in lieu thereof a
substitute.
Mr. VVALKER. It occurs to me, Mr. President, that

perhaps the honorable senator had better turn bis aten-
tion to the seventh section.the one last read. It seems
to tne to be very general in its nature.to confer yery
general powers, as 1 understood it. Perhaps 1 may have
misapprehended it, however ; 1 will ask that it be read
again.
The section was then read again, at follows:
SkC 7 Atid bi tt furthtr tnacltd. That the said corpo¬

ration be, aud it is hereby, auiho/iiad and empowered to

pa»s all la»», ordinances, and regulations which may be
necessary to carry into t (Tact the hereinbefore granted
powers and every of them.

Mr WALKER. I (la not know that there is anything
objectionable in that.

The question being then taken, the amendnent wan

agreed to.
No further amend nent being offered, the bill a* amend

ed was then reporud to the Senate, ami the amendment
was concurred >n ; when the bill was order*>1 to be en*

groted lor a tfuiil reading.
The bill was subsequently read a thiid time and | asst d

COMM"POR" CHakucs w. mokoan.

Mr. SHIELDS There are a lew ininntes left, Mr.
('resilient, before the tune arrive* tor takiii< up the »pe-
cial oidcr, and I think there is sufficient time to take up!
the resolution tu relation to Como,od >ie Morgan, which
was postponed yesteiday at my rtquest. ( ask leave to
call up that resolution at thistiine, for the purpose of pre-
senting the letter which I hold in my hand.
The motion b«ing agreed to, th« Senate proceeded to the

Consideration of the resolution mentioned.
Mr SHIELDS. 1 will state to tbe Ntnale th» reason

why I deaued to have this resolution postponed on yes-
ttruay. Lieutenant Nelson, of the United Sistes navy,
sent me a letter in reply to ihat resolution,and there wax
aome language in the letter which I did not like very
well atthi tnAe. I thought it was a little nut of charac>
ler to *>e laid before tbe Senate, and I did not like to

preaent it in that shape. 1 regret to say that there is a

l>ortion of the letter which is a little more severe than I
would like ; but he insists upon my presenting il. He
sent it to me as a justification ol his commander, who is

now dead, having served with him in the Mediterranean
¦luring tbe whole time covered by this resolution. The
death of hie commander precludes the possibility of any
inquiry now into his conduct | and his lainily and his
friends are exceedingly anxious, as this matter originated in

the Senate, and t. e charges have obtained a wide circu¬
lation through the country, that the ataitmenl of this of¬
ficer, who I believe was second in commaud, or, at all
events, who aerved with him during tl.e whole of that
time, should be received here. It is made over his own
proper signature, and on Ins responsibility as a man and
an officer for everything which he aays here. He has
sent me the letter, and begged me to piesent it as a part
of my remarks, in reply to what he deems to be the im-

putalione contained in that resolution.
Mr. HALE. Mr. ('resident, I object to the reception

of that letter.
Mr. CASS. I beg leave to s»y a single word. If the

honorable senator presents that paper as a portion of his
remarks, it will certainly have to go upon our record
and I for one shall object to it.not from any want of re¬

gard for Commodore Moraan, but because it is introduc¬
ing a wrong principle. When a resolution is introduced
into this Senate, and we enter into its consideration, are
we to receive the statements of all our officers of tbe ar¬

my and navy who may choose to come forward and
defend a gentleman whom they conceive to be attacked
by the resolution .' Why, sir, that would be derogatory
to tbe dignity and character of this body : and every
senator will see at once where it leads, i will repeat
now, what 1 have often said before, that if we allow
ourselvea to adopt such a course as that, we shall con-
vert this Senate into a receptacle for every representation
which may be sent here from every offirer in the Union,
civil oi military I object to il entirely it will It-ad to

consequences ihat may he dangerous
The I'KESIDEN £\ Tne Chair understands the sens-

tor from Illinois to offer il as a part of bia remarks, lor
wuicb lie is responsible It will not go upon the jour¬
nal, but will be considered as merely a part of the sena¬

tor's speech
Mr. HALE. One word, Mr. President. It aeents to

me that it i« an anoirialoua proceeding for a senator to
rise and send to tbe Chair a portion of his remarks. Il
he wants it to go to the world as a portion of his remarks,
the public press is open to him but it is not nana to
make the Secretary of the Senate the depository of the
mmiuecript speeches of senators. If the honorable sen-

ator wants it published aa a portion of his remarks, of
course there is no sort of objection to il.I have not
the least myself. What i do object tola, to allowing
lieutenants, or anybody else, to come in and present their
papers to the Senate I object to their being received aa

a part of tbe doings or the records of tbe Senate. I do I
not wish to take up the lime ol the Senate, but I have
abundant reasons aiain which to found my objection.
The PKESIDENT TheChair will elate tnat it can¬

not be received aa any part of the records of the Sen¬
ates, but only aa a part of the senator's speech. Docti
men's anil |«apers are frequently aenl to the Secretary'a
desk to be read to the Senate, by way of relief to the
senator who iaai>eaking
Mr HALE. Well, sir. I have no objection to that;

t should like to hear it read
Mr (JWIN ft is now within a minute or two of one

o'clock, and I hope the honorable senator from Illinois
will allow ihis matter to lie over till to-morrow.
Mr SHIELDS. The letter is very short, and can be

read now without delaying the honorable aenator Irom
California
Mr (JWIN I am afraid it will lead to discussion if it

is read, and I hope, therefore, it will be postponed until
tomorrow I am very anxioua to arcommodata the hoo-

Oi able i»«nniof from Illinois, 'ml I have come here pre¬pared 10 iiiscun* another question.Mr SHIELDS li i. no accommodation to me what'
evrr. lit re i» & resolution which has been lying up"nihe lable for »oine tiin|, unl my honorable friend from
Michigan [Mr Cab«] ti»s (hie morning raised objection
(o the introduction of this letter. Now, sir, I raided ob-
tion to the introduction of thi» revolution, or of afiy fltrn-
ilar resolution The fault it in the commencement in a
thing of this kind , but tin* having been commenced,
and charge* having been made.for they are equivalent
to charge* against tine officer, who is now dead.1 want
to know whether in justice to bin I s'lould not be allowed
to preseut tin# letter which he has sent me as a vindi
cation of the memory of his commander, who, he be¬
lieve*, has beeu injured in itna body. I did not think that
there wus a senator in the body who would refuse to hear
Huh vindication leal in the tilace where the injury of
which be eaiaplain* originated
Mr OWlN. I d > not object upou bat ground at all,

but simply berguae | want another subject to corns up. 1
am willinir in licar the letter read.
Mr SHIELDS. Well,! will let it lie over until to

morrow morning.
The revolution was accordingly pai-ed over.

kailroad to tmic faciuc.

Mr. GVVIN moved that the .Semite .proceed to the con¬
sideration ot the special order, being oeuatC 4>ill 3'j6, lor
the protection o( the emigrant route and a telegiapliic
line, and tor a'i overland mail, between the Missouri
river and the settlement* in California and Oregon.

Mr. RUf-K i hope the senator from California wilt
withdraw tha^motiou, aud move to take up his own bill,
Senate bill 5tj0. which has now been printed and is upon
the calendar Tkyi was, in fact, the bill which the ma¬

jority dt sired to irmke the special order at thfe time, and
is the bill which it is desired to discuss.
Mr. GWIN so modified his motion.
The Senate accordingly proceeded, an in committee of

the whole, to lite consideration of Senate bill No. 500,
authorizing tlis construction of a railroad aud branches,
lor establishing a ceilain postal communication between
the shores of the Pacific and Atlantic within the. United
States, for the protection and facilities of travel and com¬
merce. and for the necessary defences of the country.

Mr. GWIN addressed the Senate at length in support
of the bill. His speech will be published hereafter.

Mr. GWIN 1 have had prepared at the General Land
Office, with great care aud attention, a map showing the
connexion of this road with all the railroads of the Uni¬
ted States, and I hope I may be indulged in having it
printed for the use of the Senate. It has been drawn
up with great attention and care, and there is uo such
other map now in existence, f would, therefore, ask
that 2,000 copies of this bill; with the map, be printed
for the use of the Senate.
Mr. BELL. 1 would a»k if it is not the intention of

the honorable senator from California [Mr. G win] to
press this subject now, and continue to do so until it is
disposed of
Mr. GWIN. Certainly, 1 intend to press it at this

time, and I intend never to give it up.
Mr. BELL. As the honorable senator expressed a de¬

sire to have the bill, with the map, printed, 1 supposed
be intended to postpone the whole subject for the present.
Mr. GVVIN. No, sir; 1 do not want it postponed at

all.
Mr. BELL. Gentlemen around we ask if it is pro-

posed to tat* the vote upon this matter to-day. 1 sup¬
pose not.
Mr. GWIN. I should be very trilling to have the

vole taken upon it to-day it the Senate is ready far it.
Mr. BELL. I presume that will not be thought of

now, although 1 should be glad, for my own pan, it the
Senate were in a condition to lake the vote at this time.
Yet 1 do not suppose it is possible that all the provisions
ot this bill as it now standi- will meet with the concur¬
rence of a majority of the Senate. But what I inean to
say is, that 1 regard the subject not only of the greatest
interest now, but il aiso has bten eter since the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo whs ratified by the Senate of the Cm
ted Stalts.I m-an the project of having some such Com¬
munication betweeh the Atlantic and the Pacific, if we
mean to hold our poeser-stona ihere. But the provisions
of this hill aie so various, so important, and require so
much consideration and investigation, that I am sure
ttiat it is iioi possible to press any »uch question to an
immediate i»sue. 1 presumed the honorable senator had
moved to postpone this bill in order to have it printed
with the mapol which Itc sjxike ; and i rose lor the pur
pose ot inquiring whelbsr it was not his intention and
¦ be intention Ot the trrends ot Uu* measure to iTmks "

earnestly and upon every ocession thai presented sell,
and to press it continually, if | os»ihle, mnil the Senate
could be brought to a vote upon this or some other road,
in some way or other.

Mr. GWIN. Thai is my intention and determination.
This is now the tirsl *|>ecial order, and I shall endeavor
in keep it in that position. And I would now move thai
we proceed 10 consider Ibis bill section by section. I am
prepared mysell to vote upon it at any time, and I am
determined to press the question to a final vote as soon as

possible.
Mr. BELL. 1 do not rise at this lime to enter into any

argument upon the .details of ibis bill, because I atu not

prepared to do so. Nor do i rise lor the pur|>ose ol press¬
ing any general considerations of the (flatter. I presume
there is not a senator in this body who has not tufned his
attention lo the im|>o(tance and necessity of the construo*
tlun ol some such communication with the Pacific at the
earliest practicable da>. The mode by which it shall be
done, the route which shall be adopted, whether it shall
have any or one or more brandies, what shall he the In-
minus or ieiim/it upon this side of the Reky mountains,
and what a|>on the other aide, are questions rattier of de¬
tail. But the main tact i suppose every member of this
Senate has settled in his own mind ; and that is, that this
road must.I «<u mutt, not eugM.mu$t lie built, at almost
any cost which the resources of this country can bear. 1
think that the route ought to be ascertained at the earliest
day practicable, and the expenditure should be considered
at once as likely lo be Very great. Yet, although it mty
seem excessive even compaied with lha resources of the
country, whatever they mav be, it, in addition to the
lands proposed to be appropriated, there should he expend¬
ed from the treasury f.'io.uuo (KKJ in money, or even

9101VKM) 000. still such is my eeiimaie ol the necessity
and nn|Kirtaiice of this work if we would hold the two
extremes ot our territory' together, even the expenditure
of 910U.OUU.000 would be economy hi view of the msny
contingencies which may arise. The single contingency
of this country being precipitated into a war in conse¬

quence of the |««sions of our |>eople being either right¬
fully or wriMiglully excited and amused on account of
injuries snd aggressions by a strong foreign maritime
iHiwer is enough lo warrant such an expenditure. I be¬
lieve llist every member of tnis body will say that the
honor of this country must always be msintained at

every hazard Just consider, then, lor one instant, if we
should be precipitated into a war with either France or

Great Britain, to say nothing of a war with both of iho»«
nations combined, 9100,000.000 ex|*nded now in this
way before such a contingency should srise, would save

us two, three, lour, snd perhspe live hundred millions
ot dollars, which we should be obliged lo expend in or¬

der to preserve, or it may be lo regain, our foothold upon
the Pacihc ocean. Has any gentleman ever thought or
reflected lor one moment of what would be the cost to
this country in our present condition, in the event of a

conflict with any powerful maritime power, to maintain
our territorial rights as they now exist upon the Pacific '

Why, sir, it might lesd lo the expenditure of five or

six hundred millions of dollars. We havs not a fort nor
a gun there, nor any other means ol defence, and no

means of communicating with thst portion of our coun¬
try except by the wsy of the Isthmus or around Cape
Horn.and that, too, in the face of any strong maritime
¦lower with whom we might be engaged in conflict I
have thought a great deal upon this subject, and cannot
hut believe that if we should chance to be precipitated
into a war with any strong maritime power, we ..ould
be obliged lo expend frrv" three lo Ave huu tred millions
of dollars, and perhaps til're, in order to assert and main¬
tain our jurisdiction upotl he Pacific, without some over¬
land communication, eilli r through our own territories,
or through the territories iif some friendly power, ss, for
instance, through the St es of Mexico, with her con¬
sent.

K >t I do not mean to tc large upon this subject. I do
say, however, that it wo'l'ld be economy on our part, if,
in addition to the (rant of fhe lands lying adjacent to these
routes, or rather route.fi* th-re is but one in which the
country at large is deeply interested.it would be econo¬

my if, in addition to th< giving of the public domsin
which lies within the nits prescribed by this hill, we
were to ex|>end 10, or SO or even 100 millions of dollars,
from lime to time as the work progtesscs Thst would be
good economy on our pail
Now, I did not rise lo-1 the purpose of saying even this

much upon thm occasion! 1 rose for the purpose of ex¬

pressing my view of thei importance of this subject, snd
of saying that there m i d question which can come be¬
fore thia Senate at Una Iwaeion. and there has been no

question which cams jsfore us at the laat session ot

tne session before, or any session of Congress since the
acquisition of this tsriltory.especially considering the

condition in which thi» country is now placed, i'a r«(>i>J
growth ami extension of territorial doniiu, exciting itle
wcalousy of foreign power*, and Considering also the now
chained but »trong |>*wtioiis of the p«ople of this country,making us liable at any time to be precipitated into a wai
with the moat powerful nations of Kuro,>e, with a man
time power twenty limes.no, I will not say that.but ten
times as (towerlul as our own.I aajr. in vtewol all thase
considerations, there has been no subj«ct bafore us since
the acquisition of this country and none can now engro-,*
our attention of iriftre intrinsic importance to the welfare
of this country. Anil I will gu further and say that if we
were to do no other business during the present session
of Confess except to pass the appropriation bills, oui
whole time would be well siient ill maturing this measilie.
t repeat again, that 1 rose for the purpose of expressing
my eafnest desire that the particular trieudaof hie meat*
ure, the gentfemen from ine western States who have a
local inltreai in this measure, would press it on to its com¬
pletion. I perceive that without thetr co-operation noth¬
ing is likely to be done, and if they had been more ear¬
nest and more untied u|>on this subject before, we should
have had something done years ago ; but they would not
.igree us to the terminus of this rou I I would express
the wish, u.y earnest wish, that those gentlemen would
jrffit no occasion to press this measure to a full and final
consideration by tire Seriate, so that it may reach the
House of Kopre-entativea at the present se-sion in time
to receive iheir favorable Consideration and confirmation
it possible.iVli HAMLIN. I concur in all that the honorable sen-
slot troin Tennessee [Mr. BtLi.J has said in relation to
the importance ol this invusure. It it, quailed, in my
judgment, by no question that has been or will be pre¬sented to us for our consideration at the piuaent session
of Congress. I shall co-operate with great cbeeifulness
in urging this measure forward, in connexion with the
honorable seaator who brought it belore the Seuato
Still, I do not believe it is either expedient or proper that
we should proceed to vote at once upon a measure which
embraces in it« details so many questions of importance
a» ate connected with (he bill that is now directly before
us. It will not be forgotten that there was a bill reported
at the last session of Congress from the Committee on the
Post Office and Post l{nads, relating to this matter. And
it will not be forgotten, also, that the Committee on Ter-
ritories, or a select committee.I forget which, but I think
rt was the Committee on Territories.reported another
proposition of the same character. And it is also within
the knowledge, 1 apprehend, of honorable senators, Irom
information gathered from the public press, and from in¬
dividuals who feel an interest in this matter, lhat there
are still other propo-itions as to the mode in which this
work should he consummated. It is a great work.a
great and important undertaking. What is the best mode
ol proceeding with it? Which of the various schemes is
the one which commends itself in the greatest degree to
the consideration ol this government! These are ques¬
tions which are all practical, and must all be settled in
our own minda before we can vote intelligibly upon this
matter.
Now, I supposed that before we were to vote upon this

subject it would be proper that at least all these various
projects should be fairly considered by tbe Senate, for tbe
imrpose of ascertaining which offers the greatest security
for a rapid construction, which offers the greatest security
for a construction within a given period of time, and also
which of the propositions offers the greatest amount of
economy to the government. These are questions which
the honorable senator from California LMr. Gwin] has
not discussed, nor was it proper that he should discus*
them He has looked at the question as a national ques¬
tion, as a question connected with our social relations,
and with onr commerce But before we vote upon this
question, 1 agree most fully with the honorable senator
from Tennessee, [Mr. Bcll.] that we should examine it
in all its details Although 1 urn tbe last senator here
who would in.erpose any objection to this work, and am

among those who will be foremost in urging its consum¬
mation, yet 1 trust we will have no vote pressed upon the
Senate U-lay i hope there will be lound others who
will examine this measure in all its details, and be pre¬
pared to present their views to this Senate. If there
are not such, then, reluctant as 1 am to trespass upon
the time and attention of the Senate, 1 may be compelled
to address this body upon this subject myself.
Mr MILLER 1 am in tavor of the great object of

this hill, rind I think it should be made the leading meas¬
ure ol this "e'smn I desire, ai far as I have anything
to door to say during this session, to recall, if possible,
tbe public n ind irom certain outside questions which
have been agitating us during the present session.I
mean those bi loreiun relations.and direct the attention
ol Congresi to our own internal aiiiirs and to the great
improvement and progress of the age. 1 shall, there-
lore. on all occt'ions, aid and assist the honorable sen¬

ator from California fMr Gwm] to press this measure
to a consideration. Hut I think to urge us to a vole at
this tune would be proceeding without that information
necessary to enable us to vote upon the details of this
bill with anything like an intelligent view of the subject.
The honorahle senator himself has madeas|>eech to-day
replete with many and interesting tacts ; and I have no

doubi it will be the desire of tbe Senate to look into and
inform themselves in regard to ibem. He has also pre¬
sented us a map here, showing the location and con¬

nexion of this railroad wub the other great thoroughfares
ol the country. Perhaps one great question, and tbe
most difficult one in this whole case, will be in re

uard to th«- location of this proposed great road to the
Pacific Now, we want information upon this subjnet ;
and before we take one step forward in referenc« to the
details of this bill, we ought to inform ourselves upon
this |ioint. I ho|>e, therefore, that the honorable sena¬
tor will consent to postpone this bill to some future day ;
and if he will indicate the day, I will make the motion

accordingly lo |>o*tpone.
Mr. OvVIN I will move that the further considera¬

tion of this bill be |>ostponed until to morrow.not with
tbe ex|>ectation of proceeding with its consideration then,
as to morrow la pnvate-b.il day, but thai it may re¬

tain tbe position it now occupies of the first special or¬

der 1 am determined to press this measure to a vote.
I have no personal interest or feeling in tbie measure

because it was presented by myseli. 1 ain in favor of
any pratical plan of building a railroad to ibe Pacific 1
have brought this measure forward because I have ex¬
amined the subject, and prepared this bill with great at¬
tention and care, and deem it a practical measure. 1 be¬
lieve the road along the route I have indicated can be
built. I have not the least doubt about it. I have in my
portfolio here evidence in regard to the practicability of
this route that it is impossible to controvert, furnished by
men who have travelled over it, offirers of tbe army,
trapper*, and men who have been two and three years
exploring this section ol the country. We have, accord¬
ing to Ibis testimony, all the passes through the moun¬
tains thst we want, and all the advantages necessary for
the construction of the great trunk of this railway. I
have got evidence to present to the Senate to prove in-
c intestably that this is so All that I want is action
upon this bill, and early action. I am not for pressing
it to s vote to-dsy ; yet if gentlemen are prepared for it, i
Hin, and always have been, prepared to act speedily upon
this subject I therefore move that the further consid¬
eration of this bill be posi|»oned till to-morrow.
Mr DAVIS I supiKise no member of this Senate will

view this ss other than a measure of very great import¬
ance and I rise to say that, for one, I am gratified that it
has been brought to the attention of (he Senate It seems
to me that the time has come when our experience has
taught us a lesson which we will not soon forget. We
have been for days here discussing the terms and tbe
conditions of, and the manner in which a treaty has been
executed. Our attention hn* hitherto been directed to in¬
ter-oceanic communication through foreign countries,
which at all times, and under all cireumstancea, will be
attended with difficulties that will tend to obstruct all
intercourse in that way. I have been long prepared in
my own mind to secure, by some means or other, an in¬

ter-communication between the Atlantic and the Pacific
through our own territories.to have a highway of our

own thai will be subject to no interference from any
quarter whatever And f am free to say that I believe
it will be one of the most effectual means of binding and

uniting this nation together which liaipsn ingenuity can

devise Create a unity of interest and you have a unity
of feeling.

This is a very important measure ; it is very grave in
its character. If I am called upon to vole, what should
desire to vote for is the best mesns of inter-com numra

lion between this |iortion of the country and the t antic
coast. If any particular route is lo be selected. I wish it lo

be the besi roule for commercial purposes and social inter¬
course And I regret that the honorable senator from
California should nave deemed it expedient to indicate in
his bill any roule whatever I wish to s«e this whole
question left entirely open for future investigation, for
Iiiture exploration, for luture examination. The honor¬
able senator proposes to build some ten thousand miles
of railroad, ami yet, so fsr aa I understand, not one foot
of ihisrouie has been explsred by any engineer for this
inirj ose.not one loot of it Phis does not detrsct from
lis merit or importance, but shows the propriety of leav
mg this qnestion open lor further investigations, leaving
it in such a form that that location for a highway may be
chosen which will beat subserve the interests of the conn

try. NoV, I can have no feeling Upon ibis subject to fu
as any local coi.»«dtlaiiou is concerucd I have no Mo¬
tive except logo fui the very best rout* which can b# ob-
tainad
And 1 will make another suggestion to the honorable

senator from Ctl fotnit. 1 do not know that I heard the
bill correctly when it was trail, but I watched the coarse
"I his lemarks with some attention to see if there f»
any notice of the matter there, to which I wish DOW to
call bis attention. This lull provides only for the con¬
junction ol u mad, awl for nothing else. Now, let ate
tell my honorable tiieud that that does not begiu to make
an iiitar-coiinuunicatiou between the two (tortious of the
country. You want, besides the road ilself, the equip¬
ment of the road , you want stations, you want watering
places, you want locomotives, and all the other means of
intercommunication and they will cost you at least one-
tturd of ail that this bill provides Now, if the#e thing*
are not provided, you will umply have a track and noti)-
ing upon it. Now, if thai be so.and 1 listened to the
ri adnig of the bill,and also to 'he remarks of the booora-
ble senator, with attention.it in a gieat delect in the bill,and must be remedied , for you must have aoiue provisionfor securing means of moving upon the road when il ie
built

1 do not throw out these things by way of objection to
this measure, but by way of drawing the attention of gen¬
tlemen to this subject. It is a matter of great importance,
and one ol the many details which require very great and
vety careful consideration in order lo properly secure the
oliject in view. I am ready to co operate with the hon¬
orable senator from California in doing that. But it ia
not lo be done in a day. Il require* care and attention,
and examination, lo mature a nubject of this magnitude.

Mr. SEWAKD. Although I bare not been anxious
to be beard early on this question, yet 1 ain quite unwil¬
ling that a day's debate should pasa before the State from
which I come, and the commercial emporium within it.
shall express their hearty concurrence in the solicitude
which has been manifested here from all parts of Ihe
house for the construction, and the speediest possible con¬
struction, of this road. And I rise with that view aa
well a* lor the purpose of expressing my thanks, which
are reverently due, lo Ihe honorable senator from Cali-
lornia. [Mr. G win,] who lias brought the subject before
us with a bill winch, whatever may be its defects in
construction, is nevertheless, in view of the magnitude
and noveliy of the action propeeed, admirably digested;
and also lor having exhibited the merits and importance
ol this great work of internal improvement in a manner
so just, and I may say also with a magnificence of argu¬
ment and illustration commensurate with the magnitude
of the work itself.

1 have alw&js observed, that in the pro^ecutiou ol"
works ot internal improvement there is much les*'!;IB-
culty in bringing the public muul and the minds of legis¬
lative bodies lo the adoption of a favorable view of the.
enterprise than there is in adopting the plan and the
route for the prosecution of that improvement. A id ..

perceive at once Itiat that is to be the greet difiLei y
which is to be encountered by this enterprise in i ua
hou«e and in the other, and that that difficulty will p# -b-
ably disclose itself to be much more formidable than y«e
have supposed. With reference to that matter, I wish
to be distinctly understood now. I think that the honor¬
able senator from California has perhaps placed his ea-
tunate of the cost of the construction of this road too
low. He tells us that it may possibly be made for $17,-
000 per mile, and certainly will cost not more than 027,-
000 per mile. Now, I hope that may be the case; but
when we come to consider mat this road is to be made
for almost this entire route through a region of country at
present uninhabited, it strikes me that the amount will be
found to he much larger.
Mr.GWIN. If ihe honorable senator will permit me,

1 will correct him. I did not state that that was the pos¬
itive expen»e of the construction of this road, but 1 did
say that the value of the land appropriated by this bill,
if it should be sold for bm 91 25 per acre, would amount
to something over $27,000 per mile. I did not say, how¬
ever, that that would certainly defray the expeuses of
the cont-truciion ot the road
Mr. SEVVAHD. 1 believe that the iron for such a

road at its pret-eiit price would cost $9,000 per mile. 1
mention this, however, not by way ot embarrassing the
bill, but merely for the purpose of statin* that whether it
cost $47,000 or $47,000 per mile, and whether it is to be
paid lor in land or in money, 1 am in favor of it right
out from eud to eud. or, as my friend from North Caro¬
lina [Mr. Badger] corrects me, from beginning to end.
And I know ol no other way in which we can approachit, except we shall come to the consideration of this sub¬
ject with a puipose of going through with successfully
-orfie how. Aud 1 hope 1 may be allowed to aay that I
believe the great difficulty consists in the beginning ; yet
if uotiody else offers a belter plan than the ooe now be¬
fore us, I am willing and prepared to vote for tbie one
uow. Still, [ am prepared io hear others propose their
plans. 1 have no predisposition in favor of this one. I
will vole for a better if offered .for a worse ooe, if it ahall
be the best I can get. This strikes me aaa very good
one to begin U|*>n. And as we have begun upon it, I
hope the uonoiable senator from California will go
through with it ami call ii up to-morrow, and otber plane,
if there beany, may be offered, and then call it up the
next day,and so on, and not suffer foreign relatione,or
political relations, or party relations, or anything else, to
interfere with Ibis question, until it shall haveoeen got
through the Senate ot the United Stales.

t confess this is the proudest dav except one (hat I
have ever seen in ihe Senate of the united States. The
proudest day I ever saw here was the day when the hon¬
orable senator from California [Mr. Gwin] and another
gentleman [Mr. Fremont] came into this body as the,
representatives ol a new American Sute upon the shores
of the Pacific ocean. That was the grandest, the proud-
eai day in my political life. The next after it is this day.
In which a senator from the Pacific does what we all
then foresaw would be done by senators from the Pacific
regions of our Union. He brings forward here for our
consideration a work for the extension of our communi¬
cation to them, and our defences and protection over
them.
Mr. CASS. 1 think the expression of three general

views will be useful at any rate, whatever late thismeae-
ure may meet with. I have already taken occasion to
say ttiat no man extmiaw* the value of this road more
than 1 do ; and if t m within the constitutional powera of
this government, all our efTorts should be directed to its
construction. Hut I foresaw then, and eo staled, aa I state
now, that which is to ine more apparent from day to day,
that there is dangr r ol frittering our strength away in the
settlement of mere local questions. Now, with reaped
to ihe general idea of the importance of a road to the Pa¬
cific, we all agree and my idea is this, and what 1 ahall
vote for most cheerfully. I do not think I can vote for
this bill; it is entirely loo magnificent to begin with.
What I want for the preaent is one road only, for qp«
road is all you can make now, m order to nave diript
steam communication between the Mississippi river
the Pacific. 1 do not care where you touch the Missia-\
eippi, you will have what is effectually a central terminal;
for let it be where it may, you can go from there when¬
ever you wish in two or three daya. My object ie to
run Iro n the Pacitic lo some practicable point upon the
Mississippi river, wherever it may be deemed beet. Now,
I am called upon to vote for a route for this line of com¬
munication. Yet I do not know where that route ahould
be located. I have not the slightest idea of the topog
raphy of the country; at least I have no such idea as

will justify my voting for any particular route. My gen¬
eral impression is that there should be a general provis¬
ion in the law in general lerms providing ihe means by
which the road is to be consirurted, and then the details
should be led to the executive, snd tbe executive ahould
be left lo ascertain, by means of a proj>er commission, to
be appointed by authority of law, where the route ahould
be located, ami the whole of Ihe circumstances connected
with it That is my view ol the question. 1 aa totally
unprepared to vole si this time for any particular route,
and most assuredly f cannot vole for a proposition of such
magnitude as tbe one of the honorable aenator from Cali¬
fornia, [Mr. Gwin.] of which I have had no means of
informing myself. The honorable aenator wants you to
undertake to construct 10,000 miles ot railroad at once,
Ihe main trunk and its various brancbea. New, if you
undertake to do that, instead of making a practical and
direct road from the Mississippi to the Pacific, you will
moat assuredly fail; it will be a practical failure ; it can¬

not be done; it is a great mistake to suppose that eo much
can be done by way of a commencement.

Mr. GWIN. If the honorable senator will permit me.
I will aay that there is hut ft.000 miles of railroad, al¬
though there is 10,0W miles ol travel.

Mr. CASS Well, sir, 5,000 miles are too many-
more than ia needed for a direct road to the Pacific. I-et
us commence al St. Louis or Memphis, or any oumu

place on Ihe Mississippi, 1 do not care where it eiw

run a direct road io the Pacific, and do not lei u« sendloB

a branch here and a branch there, without any appanat
object in view except to gain friends for thsbi I, aad to

make it stronger then it would be !l! JLi®
that I. a mistake Many » msn who want. £ W*lor
ihe principal measure .loes not want he pal
in be diverted to faror part»ciiJ*i pUc*» ow, what lb*
honored* sens.or (rum ( shlornia wanla >. to «»n«ct
the two portions of ibis country.that is alL Yo« do


